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22
people killed in a fire at a 
wedding party in Congo

09 KOCHI

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   16 8 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 26 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 23 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 27 20 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 25 SNY
Maldives (Male) 31  29 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 19 SNY

Singapore 32 28 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 28 19 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 31 13 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 34 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 28 15 LC
UAE (Dubai) 39 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 31 26 LR
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WASHINGTON

THE United States said it 
struck and destroyed three Ira-
nian oil tankers on Saturday in 
response to attempted missile 
attacks on naval vessels, in the 
latest exchange of  fire since re-
newed hostilities flared be-
tween the foes.

The new clashes, which be-
gan with US raids last week, 
come with both sides dead-
locked in the six-month war as 
Iran keeps a stranglehold on 
the Strait of  Hormuz and Wash-
ington presses its counter-
blockade of  Iranian ports.

US Central Command said it 
targeted tankers linked to the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC), accusing the 
most powerful arm of  the Ira-
nian military of  un-
successfully firing at 
American warships.

“Following Iran’s 
failed attacks, CENT-
COM permanently dis-
abled the IRGC crude 
o i l  c a r r i e r s  M / T 
Downy off  the coast of  Kharg 
Island and M/T Stark 1 near 
Jask,” it said. “American forces 
also completely destroyed the 
unladen crude oil carrier M/T 
Kylo... in the Gulf  of  Oman, 
striking the vessel in multiple 
critical locations to render it 
inoperable after the crew was 
directed to abandon ship.”

Video posted by CENTCOM 
showed large fireballs and bil-
lowing flames after projectiles 

slammed into the ships.
The three vessels were “part 

of  a multibillion-dollar shadow 
network that funds the IRGC 
and its regional proxies”, it 
said. In addition to its renewed 
military action, Washington is 
seeking to choke Iran’s econo-
my, announcing sanctions on 
entities with financial links to 

the Islamic republic 
in a bid to further 
isolate it.

After the strikes, 
CENTCOM com-
mander Admiral 
Brad Cooper said: 
“If  you shoot at two 

of  our ships, we will impose an 
even higher economic cost — 
taking out three of  yours.”

Iranian media had reported 
several explosions earlier on 
Saturday near the country’s ma-
jor oil hub of  Kharg Island in 
the Gulf.  On Thursday, Tehran 
said its armed forces attacked 
US military bases in Kuwait 
and the UAE, vowing to avenge 
civilian deaths at a wedding that 
it blamed on a US strike. AFP

US military officials face 
lie-detectors over leak 

The Pentagon has launched a lie-
detector dragnet to comb through 
high-ranking military officials and 

identify who leaked information 
about US munitions stockpiles, 

according to US press reports. In 
July, reports emerged that the US 

was rationing munitions over 
supply concerns after several 
months of fighting Iran. Late 

Friday, The New York Times 
reported that some 50 members 

of the military’s Joint Staff — the 
Pentagon’s planning and advisory 

staff — were being required to 
take polygraph tests as part of an 

investigation into how classified 
stockpile information made its 

way into journalists’ hands

US approves $5 bn sale 
of bombs to Saudi Arabia

The United States on Friday 
announced the approval of a $5 

billion sale of bombs, guidance 
kits and other equipment to Saudi 
Arabia, which has been repeatedly 
attacked during the US-Israeli war 

against Iran. “The proposed sale 
will improve Saudi Arabia’s 

airborne defense capability to 
counter current and future 

regional threats, strengthen its 
homeland defence, and improve 

interoperability with systems 
operated by US forces and other 

Gulf region partners,” the State 
Department said. Saudi Arabia 

has been targeted with drone and 
missile strikes by Iranian forces

US says it destroyed three oil 
tankers linked to Iran Guards 

Footage released by US shows a tanker 
being hit in the Strait of Hormuz |  AFP

LONDON

HUNDREDS of  masked people 
protesting Channel migrant 
crossings blocked access to the 
Port of  Dover in southern Eng-
land on Saturday, briefly halt-
ing traffic being ferried be-
tween France and the UK.

The Port of  Dover said traffic 
was “free flowing” again around 
noon,  hours after being 
“stopped” on Saturday morn-
ing as roads approaching the 
port were blocked by protesters. 
Local police said no arrests had 
been made and the protest, 
which initially blocked “all 
routes” in and out of  the termi-
nal, had been dispersed.

Images shared online showed 
hundreds of  people dressed in 
black and wearing balaclavas 
streaming to roads surround-
ing the port, used by ferries be-
tween southern England and 
northern France.

In an online livestream that 
appeared to be shot by one of  
the protesters, a crowd of  black-
clothed men chanted “stop the 
boats” as they stood facing a po-
lice line. Britain has been grap-
pling with how to curb the per-
ilous and politically contentious 
small-boat crossings, which in 
recent years have seen tens of  
thousands of  migrants arriving 
annually on the shores of  south-
east England. The issue has 
been relentlessly seized upon 
by the hard-right in the country, 
which has surged in popularity 
on the back of  growing anti-im-
migration sentiment. AFP

Anti-migrant 
protesters 
disrupt UK’s 
Dover port

HAYS

FIGHTING between Yemen’s 
Saudi-backed government forc-
es and the country’s Houthi 
rebels killed more than 60 peo-
ple on Saturday, including civil-
ians, medical and military 
sources told AFP.

The renewed clashes in Yem-
en’s southwest over control of  
a gateway to the Red Sea came 
after Friday saw some of  the 
deadliest fighting in years, fol-
lowing the collapse in July of  a 
2022 ceasefire.

According to three Yemeni 
military sources, 26 govern-

ment troops were killed during 
several hours of  fighting in the 
country’s southwest, while 
medical and military sources 
from the Houthis said 31 rebel 
fighters were killed. One source 
in the government-held city of  
Taiz said a missile strike also 
killed six civilians. AFP

Fresh Yemen clashes kill more than 60

‘Mistrial’ in high-profile US murder case
PLYMOUTH

A judge declared a mistrial Fri-
day after a jury was unable to 
reach a unanimous verdict in 
the high-profile case of  an 
American woman who killed 
her three young children.

Lindsay Clancy, 36, acknowl-
edged strangling Cora, five, 
Dawson, three, and Callan, 
eight months, but claimed she 
should be excused from crimi-
nal responsibility because she 
was suffering from postpartum 
psychosis.

After seven days of  delibera-
tions the jury of  nine women 
and three men was unable to 

reach a unanimous decision, as 
required in criminal proceed-
ings in the United States. Elev-
en jurors were in favor of  find-
ing Clancy not guilty by reason 
of  insanity, but they were op-
posed by a single holdout.

“At this point, I’m going to de-
clare that the jury is dead-
locked, and I’m going to declare 
a mistrial,” Judge William Sul-
livan said. Dozens of  women 
dressed in pink showed up at 
the court in Plymouth to extend 
their support for Clancy.

During closing arguments, 
Reddington, Clancy’s lawyer, 
said she had made numerous 
pleas for help before the kill-
ings but had received “lousy 
medical care” from the doctors 
she consulted. The former 
nurse faced life in prison with-
out the possibility of  parole if  
found guilty of  first-degree 
murder. AFP

Lindsay Clancy 

US phases out HIV support for Namibia
Washington: The US will start phasing out its financial 
support for Namibia’s HIV response programs, the 
latest among southern African countries to feel the 
effects of the withdrawal of foreign aid by the US 
administration. The US will provide Namibia with USD 
45 million for its HIV response in the 2027 fiscal year 
but the country would then start funding its own HIV 
programs, with US only providing “technical 
cooperation,” both countries said in statement. 
Namibia has received around USD 45 million annually 
through the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief in recent years. 

Pilots dead after Greek  
air force jet crashes
Athens: A Greek air force jet crashed at an air show 
north of Athens on Saturday, killing the two pilots, 
officials said, as thousands of people were in 
attendance at the event. A fire after the crash sent up 
large plumes of black smoke. There were no injuries 
among the spectators. The crash of the twin-seat 
Phantom F4 jet occurred during a low-altitude 
manoeuvre. Air force officials in Greece said the bodies 
of the two pilots were located during a rescue 
operation, hampered in the early stages by the fire on 
the grounds of Tanagra air force base, 60 km north of 
Athens.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin began talks with US en-
voys Jared Kushner and Steve 
Witkoff  on ending more than 
four years of  war in Ukraine in 
the Kremlin Saturday, ahead of  
their first visit to Kyiv expected 
on Sunday.

Both Russia and Ukraine 
vowed not to strike each other’s 
capitals for three days during 
the negotiations, as Washing-
ton tries to revive US-led talks 
to end Europe’s worst conflict 
since World War Two.

US President Donald Trump 
earlier said his son-in-law 
Kushner and business ally 
Witkoff  were bringing “a pro-
posal to end the war”.

“Dear colleagues, I warmly 
welcome you to Moscow. The 
situation is, of  course, not sim-
ple,” Putin told the envoys in a 
grand Kremlin hall in footage 
aired by Russian TV.

“But before we begin to ad-
dress it, I would like to ask eve-

ryone to convey their best wish-
es and words of  gratitude to US 
President Mr Trump,” Presi-
dent Putin said.

The talks come as the grind-
ing war saw increasing civilian 
deaths and attacks this sum-
mer. Putin has repeatedly said 

Moscow intends to seize the 
rest of  east Ukraine.

The war, launched by Russia 
in 2022, has killed hundreds of  
thousands and displaced 
millions.

Russian strikes on Ukraine 
Saturday killed at least seven 

people,  including in the  
Kyiv suburbs, Ukrainian offi-
cials said.

The renewed push for diplo-
macy comes as Russia and 
Ukraine pummel each other 
with long-range missile and 
drone attacks.

Just hours before Trump’s an-
nouncement on Friday, a Rus-
sian drone struck the headquar-
ters of  Ukraine’s SBU security 
service in central Kyiv.

The strike, which Zelenskyy 
said was aimed at the office of  
the agency’s acting chief, was 
the first on its headquarters 
since the start of  Russia’s 
offensive.

Overnight, a Russian strike 
killed five people and wounded 
five others in the southeastern 
city of  Kamianske, said Ole-
ksandr Ganzha, head of  the 
Dnipropetrovsk regional mili-
tary administration.

Witkoff  and Kushner’s visit 
comes after a rare trip to Mos-
cow last month by CIA director 
John Ratcliffe. AFP

US envoys meet Putin in Moscow, 
share Trump’s plan to end war
Situation is not simple, Putin tells Witkoff and Kushner; duo to meet Zelenskyy in Kyiv today 

Russian President Vladimir Putin greets US special envoy Steve Witkoff (2 nd L) and 
Jared Kushner (L) prior to their  talks in Moscow on Saturday |  AFP

Department of Water Resources, 
Government of Odisha

“e” Procurement No�ce No. ACEDC-BBSR- 08/ 2026-27

1. Name of the Works : Total 03 (Three) Nos. Drainage work.
2. Es�mated cost : Rs. 111.47 lakh to Rs. 336.35 lakh
3. Period of Comple�on : 11 (Eleven) months
4. Date and �me of availability 

of bid document in the portal
: From 11.00 hours of Dt. 07.09.2026 

to 18.00 hours of Dt. 21.09.2026.
5. Last date/�me for receipt of 

bids in the portal
: 18.00 hours of Dt. 21.09.2026.

6. Date of Opening of Techni-
cal Bid

: 22.09.2026 at 11.00 hours

7. Name and address of the 
Officer invi�ng Bid

: Addi�onal Chief Engineer, Drainage 
Circle, Unit-8, Bhubaneswar- 751012. 
e-mail Id:- sedrainagebbsr12@gmail.
com.

8.  The update no�fica�on will be in�mated to the par�cipated bidders to 
their registered e- mail & to their registered mobile number through an au-
togenerated text message by e-procurement system. On such in�ma�on, in-
dividual bidder needs to log in to their ID through DSC to know the uploaded 
summary, i.e. details of opening of financial bid, lo�ery date �me, venue, ac-
ceptance of bid etc. 

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal of Odisha 
Government h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in. All informa�on, no�ces, adden-
dum, corrigendum, cancella�on no�ce etc. if required, will be published in 
this portal.

Sd/- Addi�onal Chief Engineer
Drainage Circle, BhubaneswarOIPR-32001/32409/1/26-27/0009

32001/807/2627

Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation
Progress Through Partnership for Be�er Bhubaneswar

No. 53665 / Date 03-09-2026

Sanitation section
BMC- SANI-MISC-0011-2026

NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

13001/1757/2627:  On behalf of the Commissioner, Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corpora�on (BMC), Dy. Commissioner (Sanita�on), BMC invites Request 
for Proposal (RFP) from interested agencies who fulfil the eligibility crite-
ria requirement set forth in the RFP document for  “Establishment, Op-
era�on and Maintenance of Integrated Non-Vegetarian Waste Processing 
Facility for Bhubaneswar and Adjoining areas.” The detail RFP document 
can be seen and downloaded from BMC website h�p://bmc.gov.in from 
05.09.2026 (11.00 AM) onwards.

For queries, interested par�es may contact the office of Dy. Commis-
sioner (Sanita�on), Bhubaneswar Municipal Corpora�on at ICOMC Tower 
at Satya Nagar, Infront of Satya Nagar Kali Temple on Janpath, Unit-IX, Bhu-
baneswar- 751022, Odisha, India.
1. Schedule of Events:

Period of availability of Tender Document 
in BMC website

From Dt. 05.09.2026 (11.00 AM) to 
Dt.28.09.2026 �ll 5:00 PM

Pre-bid mee�ng (Physical & Virtual) On Dt. 18.09.2026 (Time 12.00 
Noon) (4th floor Conference Hall of 
ICOMC Tower)

Last date and �me of receiving queries 
to be sent to 
email id: dc-sanita�on@bmc.gov.in and 
swmpmu@gmail.com (Format for send-
ing queries a�ached in Annexure-X).

Dt. 19.09.2026 (by 5:00 PM)

Last date and �me for submission of bids 28.09.2026 (�ll 4:00 PM)
Date and �me for technical bid opening 29.09.2026 (11:00 AM)
Financial bid opening will be Communicated by BMC
Address for submission of Bid The Dy. Commissioner (Sanita�on), 

BMC, Bhubaneswar Municipal 
Corpora�on, 4th Floor, BMC-ICOMC 
Building, Satya Nagar, Opposite 
Satya Nagar Kali Temple, Bhubane-
swar- 751 022

2.  All amendments, Clarifica�ons, �me extension etc. will be uploaded in 
the BMC website only interested par�es should regularly visit the above 
website to keep themselves updated.

By Order of Cammissioner, BMC

Sd/- Dy. Commissioner (Sanita�on)
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corpora�onOIPR-13001/13002/1/26-27/0094

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,  

WATER RESOURCES, ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR
'e' Procurement No�ce No. CEMKS 06 OF 2026-27

1. Name of the work :  Slope protec�on to Bhargavi le� embankment from Balanga 
to Rayakhandi within RD 25.20 km to 35.70 km.

2. Amount put to Tender : Rs. 11,16,09,653.00
3.  Bid Document Cost : Rs. 10, 000.00 (online)
4.  E.M.D : Rs.11,16,100/-
5.  Class of Contractor : "A" Class & "Special" Class
6.  Period of Comple�on : 15 calendar months
7.  Other details are as follows :

Procurement Officer 
Bid Iden�fica-

�on No.

Availability of Tender On- line 
for bidding

Date of Open-
ing of Technical 

Bid (Cover-l) From To
Chief Engineer & BM, Mahanadi 
Kathajodi System, Bhubaneswar

CEMKS NMPD 
02 of 2026-27

09.09.2026 
10.00 hrs

23.09.2026 
17.00 hrs

24.09.2026 
11.00 Hrs

8.  e-mail Id : celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in
Further detail condi�ons can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in, The 
Corrigendum/cancella�on of Tender, if any, will be uploaded and can be seen from the above 
website only.

32001/792/2627

Sd/- Chief Engineer & Basin Manager
Mahanadi Kathajodi System, BhubaneswarOIPR-32001/32252/1/26-27/0006


